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To 


Mr. Thomas B radbury. 


HE particular Regard 
G NS I have always enter- 
C&S: tain'd for you, and 

your late Letter to 
Mr. Barrington, are 
wi the chief Motives of 


| a this free and public 
Adarefs. 1 en I was not a little 


alarm'd to ſee a Letter addreſs'd to fo 
| worthy 


4 


| ww . * — . 
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worthy a Gentleman, and ſubſcrib'd 


Thomas Bradbury, abounding with ſuch 
idle and ungenteel Expreſſions, which 
had better become a Prize-Fighter than 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace, 


Tux Divinity of our. Bleſſed Lord 
is ſurely not founded on ſo ſandy a 
Bottom as to ſtand in need of ſuch 
a noiſy and impertinent a Defence as 
your late Anſwer to the Reproaches, &c. 
There is ſo little remarkable in it; 
that I profeſs I ſhould. neither have 
given the World, you Sir, nor my ſelf, 
the preſent Trouble, but that 1 con- 
ceiv'd it deſerv'd as much Notice as 
it has occaſion'd Admiration ; and 
really when I found by the Drift of 
it, that the Liberty of every ſingle 
Chriſtian was to be facrific'd to the 
arbitrary Determination of every de- 
ſpotick Prieſt, I reſolv'd to appear 
in publick in the preſent plain and 
chillen Dreſs with an honeſt and diſ- 


intereſted View. 


IAM not about to deny the Divi- 
nity of the World's Redeemer; but to 
vindicate; the Liberty of Chriſtians, 

not to quarrel with or affront the 
Perſon of Mr. Bradbury, but to point 
out 


PS © © PLS 
out his Irregularities, which I hope he 
will as readily allow himſelf to be 
guilty of, as he peremptorily aims at a 
Spiritual Dominion, without the diſa- 
greeable Incumbrance of Lawn Sleeves. 


I T. is natural for Men, who 
are puff d up with the vain Applauſe 
of the Generality, to be ſo fond of 
their own private Opinions, that they 
preſently metamorphoſe them into ab- 
ſolute Deciſions. I am fatisfy'd he 
muſt be conſiderably more than a com- 
mon Rate Chriſtian that is not unhap- 
pily carried away with the Torrent of 
publick Praife. There are very few 
to be found in our Day who, deſpi- 
ſing popular Regard, exclaim with St. 
Paul, Sirs ! Why do ye theſe things? We 
are alſo Men of like Paſſions with jon. 
There is not a Man living but is in 
fome Degree troubled with what we 
call a blind Side; and the leaſt Attempt 
towards Commendation will, eſpecially 
with thoſe who have long been repu- 
ted the Oracles of the Age we live in, 
occaſion a Titulation which is very 
pleaſing and agreeable ; and will lead 
them to ſay and do, nay, to preach 
and print, with a peculiar Aﬀr and an 
unjuſtifiable Authority, thoſe Things 

which, 
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which, when carefully examin'd, will 


by no Means bear the Teſt. 


I, Sin, who am a perſon without 
Doors, ſhall not concern my ſelf more 
immediately with the Proceedings at 


7 


Salters- Hall, nor with the unhappy Di- 


viſions of Arians' and Athanaſians, but 


confine my ſelf to your Letter; where, 


give me Leave to tell you, you are as 
paringly Sincere as you are abundantly 


I profeſs I cannot ſee any Impro- 


priety of Speech in ſaying that we are 


not to allow human Compoſition, but, 
according to the true PROTETANT 
PRINCIPLE, declare our ſelves built 


on the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 


Prophets: Nor any Inconſiſtency in al- 
lowing the keeping to Scripture Words 
to be a Proteſtant Principle. I am 
ſure this. is not half ſo odd a Way of 
talking as your mentioning the Auk- 
wardneſs of calling Noah an Indepen- 
dent, or ſaying that Moſes proceeded on 
Revolution Principles, or that David was 
the Firſt of a Proteſtant Succeſſion. Theſe 
are Expreſſions ſo full of unallowable 
Levity, and ſo much beneath a Goſpel 
Miniſter, in an Affair of ſach Conſe- 

quence 


[9] ; 


gence as that in Debate, that any 
Man under that Denomination but, 
Mr. Bradbury would bluſh at the hear- 
ing them repeated, much more to make 
uſe of them. ?Tis too. common with 
you indeed to make uſe of Expreſſions, 
even in, the moſt ſerious Matters, that 
would better become the Stage than, 
the Pulpit. rages 


I believe, Sir, I need not tell you 
that the. Laity are too eaſily to be 
conducted by their Teachers; and that 
therefore tis neceſſary, leſt ill minded 
Perſons ſhould cauſe them to deviate 
from the Form of ſound Words, that 
they be frequently admoniſh'd to con- 
tinue in that honeſt Principle of con- 
ſulting the Word of God, which will 
eaſily diſcover to them the Wolves in 
Sheep's Cloathing, and enable them to 
diſtinguiſh between faithful Watchmen 
and dumb Dogs who cannot bark: 
And this neceſſary and Chriſtian Li- 
berty has, as far as well could be, 
receiv'd a Wound at Salters-Hall, which, 
if not preſently ſearch'd, will feſter to 
a Degree, if not wholly, almoſt incura- 
ble. As the Laity are too ready to 
ſubmit, not only to the Judgment of 
their Miniſters, but to believe their 


B De- 
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Determinations, and Deciſions infallible, 
I'woutd only deſire you, on ſuch a Sup- 
poſition, to conſult the Conſequences of 
your late Subſcription., Chriftzap Liberty 
is, it ſeems, now become no more than 
a Term with a Sett of Men, who mult. 
de Arians, tho? they diſclaim the Doc- 
trines of Arias; becauſe Mr, Bradbury, 
and the Gentlemen who Sign'd, will 
have it ſo. I take the Liberty to tell 
you, Sir, that Freedom in Religion, is 
as much warranted by the Word of, 
God, as Liberty and Property is in Eng- 
land countenancd by the fundamental 
Laws of the Kingdom. What Authori- 
ty hath any Man on Earth, to oblige 
me to the Belief or Denial of any one 
Point whatſoever ? if there be one who 
is dubious of my Principles, and endea. 
vours to 'engage me to the Belief of 
the Divinity of the Son of God to day, 
may there not, by the ſame Rule, be 

another to morrow, - who will aim at 
perſwading me, to the contrary, and 
perhaps enforce it too from Scripture 
Arguments? The Word of God is, on- 
ly - ought, and ever ſhall be the only 
Rule of my Faith : I will not call this a 
| Proteſtant Principle, leſt I offend you, 
but ſure I am, it is an honeſt one. 
WE 
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** 


Mx are commanded to ſtand faſt in 
the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, and not, again to be entangled 
in the Yoke of Bondage, and ſhall we 
give up our Liberty, purchas'd at no 
leſs à Rate, than at the Expence of our 
Redeemer's Blood, to gratify thoſe, 
who, if you will not ſay with them, 
will ſtigmatize you as Arians, Heretiobs, 
Cr. No ſurely! we ſhall not ſtand or 
fall by the Decree of Men, nor by the 
Synodical Deciſions of Salters- Hall. I have 
the plain written reveal'd Word of God 
before me, every thing contained there- 
in neceſſary to Salvation, may be: ap- 
prehended by the meaneſt Capacity: 
Now it any Man will tell me, that hve 
and five make Seven, and that it is 
plainly imply'd in the literal or myſti- 
cal Senſe of ſuch and ſuch Words of 
Scripture, 'I ſhall beg leuve to tell him, 
he aims at no leſs, than depriving me 
of che Chriſtian Libzrry of judging ac- 
cording to my Reaſon; and at a total 
Subverſion of all common Senſe. No 
Man ever had, or ought to have an 
Authority over the Senſes of other Men, 
any more than over rheir Conſciences. 
Who ever veſted any living Man witlt 

5 | e Bio 1c MOT an 
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an Authority to Dictate to his Bro- 
ther in Matters of Religion? It Argues 
the higheſt pitch of Spiritual Tyranny 
in the Perſon that does ſo, as well as 
the moſt abject ſpiritual Slavery in him, 
that receives or acquieſces in the Deci- 
ſions of other Men. Why did God 
give me a reaſonable Soul? Why did 
he endow me with an Underſtanding ? 
Why with a Faculty of Thinking, 
Contemplating or Reflecting? if I am 
to be only 2 Clay on which other 
Men are to make their Impreſſions. 
The ſuppoſing theſe things are ſuch 
nauſeous Offences to common Senſe, 
that I will diſmiſs this Head with this 
Proteſtation, That I deſire never to 
believe in that Being which other Men 
hall carre out to me, but in ſuch a 
one only as has reveaPd himſelf to me 
as God in his holy Word, by his di- 
ſtinguiſhing Attributes, and by the mi- 
raculous Inſtances of his Providence. 


Fou have, Sir, all along no doubt 
behaved your ſelf as that Whig you 
would be thought to be in your Let- 
ter to Mr. Barrington, and if you are 
againſt any Innovations in your civil 
Concerns, and againſt all Impoſitions 
in point of Politicks, how came you 

now 


C1317 


now of a ſudden to be ſo very fond” 
of a Spiritual Impoſition, and fo ready 
to ſeize on the Chriſtian Liberties and 
Properties of other Men ? 


MINIST ERS ought certainly above 
all others to take particular Care of 
Impoſition; and really to propoſe the 
Signing a Paper, in an Aſſembly of 
Chriſtian Divines, to prove their own- 
ing the Deity of Chriſt, was not on- 
ly an Impoſition, but the greateſt 
Folly ſuch a Body of Men could poſ- 
ſibly be guilty of. All that is alleg'd 
for your Signing, as I find, is, that 
the two Houſes of Parliament called 
in Queſtion the Diſſenting Miniſters 
Adherence to the Trinity, and that 
ſeveral Miniſters in the Weſt had faid 
that thoſe in London were of their 
Opinion, which was ſuppoſed to be 
Arian. Now I would ask any Perſon 
who 1s impartial and free from Pre- 
judice, Whether the Glory of the 
great Redeemer was ſo much the 
Concern of thoſe that figned, as a 
Vindication of themſelves to both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament. This is the moſt 
deteſtable Impolition imaginable indeed, 
and this is bringing Miniſters and 
Churches under a Spiritual Slavery with 

a 
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a witneſs, to obtain the good. Graces 
of the Legillature, © | 


* 
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I beg your Patience while I take 
Notice of your Treatment of Mr. Bar- 
rington. He is, I mult tell you, too 
well known to ſtand in Need of ſo 
inconſiderable an Intereſt as Mr. Brad- 
burys, in any Corporation, to be ho- 
noured with a Seat in Parliament; all 
who are acquainted with his Merit, 
and his large Fortune, will be apt 
to believe Mr. Bradbury can romance 
on proper Occaſions, where either a 
Turn is to be ſerv'd, or himſelf aggran- 
dized; eſpecially when a Perſon of Credit 
is ready to affirm, that you told him you 
pever made Mr Barrington one Vore : 
Some People are of Opinion, that you 
would not have publiſh'd ſo much ſe- 
ven Years ago ; > the Caſe is alter'd, 
and you may continue your Boaſts; 
they will meet with no Reception with 
thoſe who are acquainred with you, 
and have the Honour to be known to 
that Gentleman, Mr. Barrington is re- 
queſted, not by a Perſiozer, it ſeems, but 
a Friend, never more to Concern him- 
ſelf with Papers of Advices, intima- 
ring him to be the Perſon who was 


ET. 
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Author of this, and not only fo, but 
laſt Year too; for with an Air truly 
grand you tell him, That, laſt Year, 
and this, now, is a Conviction to you 
that he who drew them up, may have 
a Talent for other Things; but you 
are ſure he is ly furniſhed for the 
Government of the Churches ; and 
then faucily add, and don't fup- 
«© poſe, that we who have contended 
* ſo much againſt the Deſcent of the 
* Apoſtolical Authority upon Biſhops, 
vill acknowledge any Pretenſions to 
it in Gentlemen: No, 'tis no more 
in Long Wigs, than in Lawn Sleeves.) 
Is this fit Treatment from a Goſpel. 
Miniſter to a Gentleman of known 
Probity, who' always as fincerely pro- 
moted the Intereft of tlie Diſſenters, 
as he has unqueſtionably advanced the 
Service of his Country? I will not 
launch out into Encomiums on that 
Gentleman, who ſtands in need of no 
Commendations from my Pen, which Ja- 
void leſt I offend his Modeſty, and incur 
the Title of a ſtupidAtheiſt, and your Diſ- 
R for ſpeaking well of your Friend. 

ou have indeed {hewn us, that you 
are as faſhionable as ſome others of 
your Countrymen, Who can part with 
1 | | | your 
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your Friend at as eaſy a Rate as tliey 
do their Principles, when ſome End is 
to be obtained; i 
TRARERE are ſome Perſons in the 
World, who are of Opinion that Mr. 
Barrington has not merited this Uſage 
from you, and, I believe, all will rea- 
dily agree, that it was not expected. 
The worſt Enemy you have could hardly 
have entertained a Thought ſo abject of 
you, as to believe you could ſo eaſily lay 
aſide the Gentleman to gratify your own 
private Humour If that worthy Gentle- 
man was the Author of the laſt Paper of 
Advices, which however is only a Suppo- 
ſition on my Part, I will venture to af- 
firm, he had no other View in it than 
the Intereſt of the Church of Chriſt; 
and a Pacification of thoſe Uneaſineſſes 
in the Weſt, which to be plain with 
you, *tis to be fear'd, were fomented 
very much by the Letters and private 
Advices of ſome Perſons in London, who 


would have done better to have taken 


heed to thoſe Flocks over which the 
Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, 
than to be buſying themſelves with 
diſtant Troubles, which they might with 
more Succeſs have lamented than pre- 

tended 


. 
tended to heal. But the Pruritus Im- 
perandi has ſo effectually ſeiz'd ſome 
Perſons, that they can as well not be, 
as ceaſe to be medliny. And, ' good 
God! to what a Pitch would this 
Lording it over thy Heritage arrive, were 
not fome Folks wiſer than others. 


THAT Excellent Prelate the Lord 
Biſhop of Bangor has generouſly laid 
open to the View of every one the 
true Nature of Prieſtcraft, and judici- 
ouſly pointed out all the Avenues to 
it; ſo that he muſt be conſiderably 
more than a Fool that cannot ſee what 
ſome Men are aiming at. For my 
part I would chuſe rather to fall the 
Sacrifice of a tyrannical Prince than an 
ambitious Prieſt; for there is ſome 
Shew of Authority in the former, and 
not the leaſt Mercy to be expected 
from the latter. If Epiſcopacy ſhould 
prevail beyond the Tweed we ſee what 
we are to expect 3 Impolition upon 
Impoſition, Deciſion on Deciſion, and 
peremptory Determinations without the 
leaſt Shadow of Reaſon. I find a tole- 
rable Fortune and the Title of Doctor 
in Divinity will have as great an Ef- 
ficacy on the Paſſions of ſome Men 
20 * C who 


[18 ] 
who call themſelves Migiſters,' as a 
large Eſtate and a Mitre; will have 
upon others. Let us not be ſo very 
much ſcar'd at Long Wigs, but as 
cautiouſly avoid acknowledging A po- 
ſtolical Authority in Black Cloaks : 
Since it is not the Dreſs, but the 
Grace of God, which effects an en- 
tire Alteration in Men: And they may 
be as fond of Dominion and Pow- 
er, for ought I know, who are Mr. 
and Maſter of Arts, as thoſe who are 
Doctor, and My Lords. | 


I cannot conclude without taking 
Notice, Sir, of your odd Treatment of 
Dr. Gale, who has as little merited it as 
any Man living. The Doctor's Cha- 
racter is, if I miſtake not, to preach 
up Saving Knowledge in Chriſt from 
the Word of God, and to expoſe the 
Weakneſs of Tradition in compariſon 
with the Certainty. of the reveaPd Will 
of the Almighty : He 1s for allowing 
that chriſtian Liberty of Judging; which 
will unqueſtionably, in Proceſs of Time, 
remove all ſuch fluctuating Notions as 
we have receiv'd only by the Traditions 
of other Men, and aſſented to, becauſe 
approv'd by the eee, 
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[197 
of ſuch and ſuch Great Perſons: And 
this is the ſureſt Way of arriving to a 
Certainty. How often the Doctor has 
been Author and Patron of certain Per- 
formances I know not: But I am fully 
ſatisfied it is the Endeavour of that 
Good Man to fulfil the Miniſtry he hath 
receiv'd; and to remove, as far as in his 
Power is, the Prejudices of Education 
or Example, which often have a very 
dangerous and deſtructive Effect on the 
Minds of Men in Matters of Religion. 
It is to be wiſh'd there were, and hear- 
tily to be lamented there are no more 
of his Opinion in Point of Chriſtian 
Liberty. I need not ſay more for one 
who is able to ſay fo much for himſelf 
and the whole World. May he long 
live an Ornament to the Church of 
Chriſt, and may Thouſands have reaſon 
to bleſs God that ſent him forth into 
his Vineyard. 


Hareey would it be if we follow'd 
more the noble Example of the Bereanc, 
who daily ſearch'd the Scriptures, ſince 
they are certainly the only infallible 
Rule of Faith and Worſhip as they are 
from God, who cannot Lye. Let us 
lay aſide all the Deciſions of Men what- 

SEALER WWt 2-4 {oever, 
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ſoever, and on what Point ſoever; and 
if we cannot reduce their Opinions to 
a Conſiſtency with the powerful Word 
of God, let us lay them aſide too: But 
then let us have a care of interpreting 
the Word of God with finiſter | Views, 
or only as. merely agreeable to the ri- 
veted Opinions we have entertain*d, but 
according as they are interpreted by the 
Spirit of God Himſelf; and if we do 
this, we then may hope our Diviſions 
will be eaſily heaPd, and the Bone 
of Contention quickly remov'd. The 
Great Law-Giver "Jeſus Chriſt has 
proinulgated his Laws in ſuch a man- 
ner, that it is as much out of the Pow- 
er of Men to place any advantageous 
Gloſſes upon them, as it is Impudence 
in them to pretend to it; and it is at 
beſt but Newfangling the Goſpel to aim 
at Interpretations, Which the Spirit of 
God has not made uſe of. We ought 
to ſee to it, that we looſe not the Life 
and Power of Godlineſs, while we are 
diſputing about thoſe Points which have 
been controverted ever ſince Chriſt has 
had a Church in the World, and I hum- 
bly conceive it ro be more neceſſary for 
the Welfare of our precious and immor- 
tal ,Souls, to addreſs the Author and 
Prince of Life for the Aſſiſtance of his 
5 ; ſpecial 
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ſpecial' Grace and' Guidance of his good 
Spirit to carry us thro' the perverſe Age 
we live in to his ineffable Glory, than to 
impoſe on Men a Subſcription of his De- 
- ity. I do not remember to have read in 
Scripture; that either onr Lord himſelf, 
or his Apoſtles, required of thoſe who 
came to him or them on their Souls Con- 
cerns, to fign their Belief of a Trinity 
in Unity, or of his Divinity. St. Paul 
delivers to the Keeper of the Priſon ſol- 
licitous for his Salvation, the Sum of the 
Goſpel at once: Believe (ſays he) on the 
Loyd Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
and thy Houſe. He did not ſay, thou muſt 
believe him to be coequal, coeſſential or co- 
eternal with the Father, but believe on him; 

d. by Faith lay hold of him. And why 
Thoul our modern Divines, who pretend 
to tread in the Steps of that great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles, require ſuch as adhere to 
them, or defire to be Members of their 
Religious Communities, to ſign their Be- 
lief of certain Articles? Have they greater 
Authority than Paul? is their Commiſ- 
ſion of larger Extent than his? no ſurely; 
much leſs ſhould they dare to excommu- 
nicate from their Aſſemblies thoſe who 
cannot think juſt as they do; eſpecially 
ſince that Inſtitution was never made 
uſe of by the Apoltles but in matters the 


molt 
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moſt criminal that can be imagined. The 
Miniſter, who was guilty of this, is in- 
deed deſervedly reputed a' weak- Man, 
and for my part I am apt to think he was 
willing to prove himſelf fairly independent, 
even of the Laws and Rules preſcrib'd 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ſince he may 
as well excommunicate a Perſon who 
cannot make as many wry Faces as he 
_ as one who ' cannot think 'as he 

oes. 


Tu Diſſenting Miniſters of Lon- 
don had done well to have conſidered 
before their Meeting, what the Conſe- 
quences of it might be, they might ea- 
ſily have judg'd that there would not 
be wanting a ſufficient Number of their 
own Body, to oppoſe the arbitrary and 
unwarrantable Proceedings of thoſe Men 
of which you, Sir, made your ſelf one: 
Tis a very pretty Affair really, to act 
contrary to the Rules of the Gofpel, 
which recommends Forbearance and 
Charity, to be abſolute and deciſive not 
only in your own Opinion, but to aim 
at being ſo with reſpect to others, and 
then to cry out, it is the Glory of the 
Redeemer you are vindicating. Alas! 
— — —— — —.— — 


IM. Bragg. 
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Ap now, Sir, upon the Whole I 
muſt tell you, you have very much de- 
baſed your Character by that Letter: 
The Words Sorry Buffoon, Stupid Atheiſt, 
&c. are no way proper Expreſſions in 
the Mouth of 4 Miniſter. I am not 
an Advocate for the Author of the Sy- 
nod, for I profeſs T have no Knowledge 
of him; but I am concern'd for Mr. 
Bradbury, that he ſhould have no greater 
Command of his Temper than to be 
guilty of thoſe things which tend to the 
Reproach of the Function he belongs 
to. Tantene Animis cœleſtibus Tre ? Sure- 
ly Pity would better have become you 
than enn. 


I heartily wiſh and pray, that in the 
carrying on this Debate a true Regard 
may be had to the Truths of Chriſtia- 
nity, and that the Church of Chriſt 
may be not wounded thro' the Sides of 


thoſe who are now unhappily ſtigmatiz d 


as Arians, It is a grievous thing to 
offend a Child of God; And as I hope 
you will allow many of them to be ſo 
who differ'd from you on the Tenth 

March laſt, be cautious how you or your 
Brethren expreſs yourſelves concerning 


them. 
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tentions Liberty? Where is our tender 
Regard to feruy ulous Conſciences, Which 
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